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Senior Engineer Geologist 
I’ve been working with the State of California DTSC for 24 years - I have a Masters in Geology from the East Coast, USC – University of South Carolina, and I worked for the State of South Carolina as a regulator for 6 years before relocating to California. Currently, I work in the Los Angeles basin and southern California on investigation and cleanup of contaminated soil, soil gas and groundwater, from man-made contaminants such as petroleum hydrocarbons (think gas stations or oil industry) and chlorinated solvents (think dry cleaners). I also work with a lot of former and active military sites. Our main goal is to protect the drinking water aquifers of the State and DTSC has geologists located throughout northern California to address those areas including former mining areas. Every day at work is really fun for me because I like to solve mysteries and puzzles, and contamination moving invisibly through the subsurface is exactly that! 
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Steve Tedesco, PE 
Sr. Vice President
Steve Tedesco is a registered civil engineer in California and Arizona with more than 40 years of experience in project management, design, and construction of drinking water, wastewater and water reuse projects. Steve was a senior vice president and part-owner of ASL Consulting Engineers before its acquisition by Tetra Tech in 1999. He currently serves as senior vice president of Tetra Tech’s Water/Wastewater Engineering Group.
Steve is passionate about:
1. Managing and building high quality design teams
1. Solving water supply and treatment problems
1. Providing high quality drinking water to communities
1. Increasing potable water reuse
1. Using design-build methods to improve project schedule, budget and quality.
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Senior Engineering Geologist
Dr. Weixing Tong graduated from the University of California, Santa Cruz, with a Ph.D. degree in Earth Sciences. He is a senior engineering geologist and unit supervisor at Los Angeles Water Quality Control Board.  He currently acts as program manager for LA Water Board UST and Oil and Gas program. His team manages over 320 underground storage tank (UST) contamination cases in the Los Angeles region. He developed an analytical model for estimation of MTBE plume length. He has published several papers in professional journals. Dr. Tong has licenses for California Professional Geologist (P.G.), Certified Hydrogeologist (CHG), and Certified Engineering Geologist (CEG). He serves as a Subject Materials Expert (SME) for California Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists. Dr. Tong taught upper-level cause on Hydrogeology at California State University, Dominguez Hills. He serves as a graduate student research advisor at California State University, Dominguez Hills and Los Angeles. Dr. Tong is the chairman of Los Angeles Environmental Forum (LAEF) Council. Dr. Tong served as the president of Southern California Chinese American Environmental Protection Association (SCCAEPA) between 2010 and 2013. He is also current board member for Overseas Chinese Environmental Engineers and Scientists Association (OCEESA).
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Senior Engineer, WRD 
Phuong Watson is a Senior Engineer at the Water Replenishment District of Southern California.  Phuong has over 25 years of experience working on projects related to water quality, recycled water reuse, regulatory compliance, and treatment plant design and construction.  She is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of California and received her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from USC and her Master of Science degree in Environmental Engineering from Cal Poly Pomona.  Phuong is devoted to spoiling her nieces and enjoys watercolor painting. 
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Mr. Swope is a Senior Scientist with over 20 years of experience working in the environmental engineering industry focusing on soil and groundwater characterization, and remediation. Project management and field investigation experience includes direct supervision of soil and groundwater assessment and remediation, technical report writing, laboratory data QA/QC, regulatory compliance, acquisition of permits, data analysis/interpretation, supervision of remedial excavations and in-situ injections, feasibility testing (dual-phase and soil vapor extraction), and field coordination and training of staff level personnel. Additional experience includes preparation of site investigation work plans, quarterly sampling and status reports, corrective action plans, site conceptual models, site safety plans, traffic control plans, and various technical reports and Phase I/II site assessments.
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Aaron Leos, Lead Operator
Hello, my name is Aaron Leos. I have a passion for off-roading and fishing, and my favorite fast food is In-N-Out. I began my career in the water industry after earning my bachelor's degree in physics. My first position was as a distribution operator for the City of Whittier. After about a year, I transitioned to a treatment operator role. Once I earned my T3 certificate, I joined Perc Water as a lead operator.
Currently, I hold Distribution Grade 2, Treatment Grade 3, and Advanced Water Treatment Operator Grade 4 certifications. I particularly enjoy my role as an Advanced Water Treatment Operator because it allows me to contribute to making LA County more water independent. I'm eager to continue advancing in my career and plan to apply for my Advanced Water Treatment Grade 5 certificate, as well as eventually pursue my Treatment Grade 4 certification.
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