
 

 
 

4040 Paramount Boulevard, Lakewood, California 90712      Phone (562)921-5521   Fax (562)921-6101      www.wrd.org 
 

               
 

 
 
 

Albert Robles Center Receives Highest LEED Certification 
 

 
 
Lakewood –  Today, the Water Replenishment District announced its Albert Robles Center 
(ARC) for Water Recycling and Environmental Learning has been awarded LEED Platinum 
Certification, the highest rating offered to environmentally sustainable buildings. Only 5.7 
percent of LEED projects in the United States have achieved this distinguished designation. 
 
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program rates the 
environmental sustainability of projects based on a points system. There are four 
certification categories, which include Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  
 
ARC, located in Pico Rivera, is a multipurpose site which encapsulates WRD’s commitment 
to community and sustainability. ARC achieved a Platinum Certification through its 
innovative design to optimize the efficient use of water and energy. The facility, opened in 
August 2019, produces 14 million gallons a day of advanced treated water. This water is 
used to replenish groundwater resources that provide 50 percent of the drinking water for 
over four million residents in Southern Los Angeles County.  
 
ARC features 995 solar panels that reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Outdoor landscaping 
at ARC saves water costs by 60 percent through an efficient low-flow irrigation system 
using recycled water. At least 20 percent of the building’s construction is derived from 
recycled content and over 20 percent of those materials are locally sourced within 500 
miles of the facility. Thoughtfully designed windows minimize the need for electric lighting 
and create energy savings.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
August 6, 2020 

Contact:   
Angelina Mancillas  

                              Manager of External Affairs 
Tel: 562-275-4231 

Email: Amancillas@wrd.org 
 



The Water Replenishment District is the largest groundwater agency in the State of California, 
managing and protecting local groundwater resources for four million residents. WRD's service 
area covers a 420-square-mile region of southern Los Angeles County, the most populated 
county in the United States. The 43 cities in the service area, including a portion of the City of 
Los Angeles, use about 250,000 acre-feet (82 billion gallons) of groundwater annually which 
accounts for approximately half of the region's water supply. 
 

Through meticulous planning, WRD reduced waste and maximized recycling during the 
construction of ARC by diverting 75 percent of construction waste from the landfill.  
 
“WRD is excited to receive a Platinum Certification from LEED for our Albert Robles Center 
for Water Recycling and Environmental Learning,” said WRD President Vera Robles DeWitt. 
“Many eco-conscious decisions were made during the construction of ARC. This project will 
serve millions of people through our water recycling facility and educational exhibits.”   
 
ARC also offers a state-of-the-art learning center that immerses visitors into an interactive 
educational experience focused on the history of water in the region and the importance of 
groundwater.  
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